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Whew confi ter 1 am efraid of him: 
| 5 HIS Book of Job, in every 


Part of which we ſee the 


Wor or * Bang and all the . 
lime Strains of Eaſtern Eloquence; 
this antient Book, adorned with the 
nobleſt Figures that can ſtrike the 
Mind, or delight the Imagination, 
may teach us the neceſſary Duty of 
Submiſſion to the various Appoint- 
ments of Providence; may teach us 
to reverence and adore the deep and 
unſe ar chable Councils of Gov, in the 
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Government of the World. When 
we meditate on the Greatneſs of his 
Power, which cannot be reſiſted by 
any oppoſite Force; which made the 
Heavens and all the Hoſts of them; 
the Earth, and all Things that are 


therein; the Sea, and all that therein 


is; and which preſerveth them all.— 
When we canſider the Extenfivencſs 
of his Knowledge, which reaches to 
the utmoſt Bounds of Exiſtence, to 
Syſtems beyond ours, wo are ſtruck 
with the profoundeſt Admiration of 
thoſe eſſential Perfections of the Firſt 
Independent Cauſe: Even his Com- 
paſſion to us, his ſinful unworthy 
Creatures, is as proper an Object of 
our Reverence, as of our Love, ac- 
cording: to that pious Expreſſion of 
the Pſalmiſt, There is Mercy with 
thee, therefore ſhalt thou be feared.— 
This Fear and Reverence of Gop, 


which is the Subject of our prefent 


Me- 


/ 


[yl 


Meditations, is ſo eſſential to Reli: 


gion, that, in ſome Parts of Scrip- 
ture, it includes the Whole of it. 

Tis taken alſo in this Senſe by the 
Heathen Moraliſts; and the :Obſer- 
vation of Cicero is worthy our At- 
tention: That where there is no Re- 
ligion there can be no Faith, no So- 
cĩety, no Juſtice; without which no 
Societies can poſſibly ſubſiſt; And 
the firſt Caufe of the Vices of Men, 
was their Want of the nn 
of Go. 5 


e prime beten Cauſe Mor: 


talibus a@gr1s, 
N aturam neſeire DE I. 


Inu this enlightened * indeed; 
we can't be ſaid to live up to the 
Knowledge we have of Gop and his 
Perfections: We ſtrike out new 


A 2 to 


Schemes of Religion, and attempt 


8 - Za. 
to make the Way to Heaven eaſier 
than our Loxp has made it.—And 
tis obſervable that thoſe who are 
—— to Virtne; and decline its 
ſmooth and pleaſant Paths, are apt 
to caſt off the Fear of Gop, and 
that Belief in him, which is the great 
Principle of Obedience; are apt to 
deny his Attributes, which neceſſa- 
rily flow from his Self-exiſtence, and 
argue againſt them: But had we only 
a Religious Dread impreſſed upon us, 
from a Senſe of the Divine Majeſty 
and Power, we ſhould not do any 
Thing to incur his Diſpleaſure, or ſub- 
Je& ourſelves to the Inflictions of his 
Vengeance; eſpecially if we add to 
this, that he is eternal and immutable, 
the ſame Veſterday, To-day, and for 
ever. From Everlaſting to Everlaſting 
be is GOD; one Day is with him as a 
#houſand Years, and a thouſand Years 


as one Day: And as he is eternal, 
5 5 


8 


1 


foi is he unchangeable; poſſeſſes all his 


Perfections and Happineſs, without 
Variableneſs or Shadow of Turning: 

For, as a celebrated Author obſerves; 
he will never change for the Worfe, 
as he is an infinitely wiſe Being; and 


he cannot change for the Better, as 


he is infinitely perfect. He is alſo 


omniſcient and omnipreſent, inclu- 
ded by no Place, and excluded our 
of none. Do not I fill Heaven and 
Earth, ſaith the LORD? — Will 


not ye therefore fear me, and tremble 


at my Preſence *— Who then would 
not reverence and adore ſuch a Be- 


ing, who ſees into the remoteſt 


Cauſes and Events of Things, knows 
all our ſecret as well as: open Faults, 


and will, one Day, call us to a ſtrict 
and impartial Account for them? 
O my Gop, how can we dare to 
offend thee! — Though the Charms 
of Virtue, and the raviſtung Proſpedts 
of 


if 
il 
2 
3 
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of Bliſs, will not engage us to prac- 
tiſe it, one would imagine that the 
Terrors of the Loxp ſhould * 
us to our ä 


11 the Civil Magiſtrate | is to ah re- 
verenced on account of the Charac- 
ter he acts in, as he bears the Sword, 
and is an Avenger to execute Wrath 
upon him that doth Evil, how much 
more the Supreme Lord and Gover- 
nor of the World, whoſe Wrath 
purſues us beyond the Grave, and, 
after a thouſand and ten thouſand 
Ages, is ſtill the ſame? 


This reverential Fear of Gon, 
which I am treating of, and which 
ſhould be deeply impreſſed upon our 
Minds, includes in it all the Branches 
of Chriſtianity, is the chief Baſis and 
Support of Government, and the 
Foundation of all Laws: For with- 

out 
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out it even Oaths themſelves, which 


are ſolemn Appeals to G op, and pub- 
lie Invocations upon him to puniſh 
us for the Breach thereof, would be 
ſported with, and have but a ſlender 


Tye upon the Conſcience: And if 


the Religion of Oaths could not bind 
us, we ſhould want that Protection 
from the Law, to which we owe the 
peaceable eee of our n. 
on Propertion. SEL 


We have, I muſt 3 the beſt 
of Laws, the due Execution of 
which has been earneſtly call'd for 
from the Throne, to guard our Per- 
{ons and Poſſeſſions from Inſults and 
Invaſions; venerable Repreſentatives 
of Gop, who are intruſted with the 
Execution of theſe Laws, and act up 
to the Dignity of their ſacred Cha- 
racter, in puniſhing the Villain, in 
vindicating the Innocent, in rehe- 
- ving 
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ving the Injured and Oppreſſed; yet 
the Wickedneſs of Man is become 
ſo great, that it has broke through 
all the Fences of Law and Autho- 
rity; and tis for Want of the Fear 
and Reverence of Gop that all Kinds 
of Impiety and Murders are almoſt 
daily committed in the Face of the 
Sun, and near the Tribunals of juſ- 
tice: For had we but this Principle 
deeply imprinted upon our Hearts, it 
would influence us in every Part of 
our Conduct. We ſhould then hear 
of no Perjuries, or falſe Evidence, in 
our Courts of Judgment; which 
ſtrike even at the Majeſty of Gop 
himſelf, and ſubvert the Foundations 
oy all _ and 5 Oy 


What difgrecablh Scenes malt 
open to us, when we ſee the People 
of chis Age breaking through all the 
Tyes of Conſcience, Equity, Ho- 
* nour 
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nour, and Humanity! When we 
ſee them living in an open and con- 
temptuous Violation of the Sabbaths, 
and Neglect of all the eſſential Du- 
ties of a Chriſtian ! | 


It would be too tedious and pain- 
ful to draw a Picture of Mankind; 
nor is there any Need of it: But give 
me Leave to obſerve, That till the 
Sabbaths are more religiouſly ob- 
ſerved, and the Sanctuary reverenced, 
we may deſpair of ſeeing Virtue 
more in Faſbion, or the Age leſs vi- 
cious: For to what can it be owing, 
but to an early and habitual Neglect 
of this Day, that ſo many unhappy 
Creatures bring themſelves to an infa- 
mous and untimely End? After they 
have thrown off the Fear of Gop, 
which ĩs ſo neceſſary to preſerve them 
in their Duty, the next Step is to riot 
in ſenſual Gratifications; * at laſt, 

B to 


EAI 
to commit ſuch Crimes as bring them 
to Deſtruction both of Body and 
Soul: — For what Mercy can they 
expect from the Righteous Judge of 
all the Earth, who ſhew none to 
others? Or what Pretenſions have 
they to Salvation, who do all they 
can to ſubvert the public Order and 
Quiet of human Life; who inſolently 
defy all the Laws of Gov and Man, 
and declare War againſt their F ellow 


Creatures? 9 


From hence it appears how ne- 
ceſſary Laws are to repreſs Injuries, 
to hinder the ſpreading of Wicked- 
neſs and Cruelty, and to ſecure to 
us the Maintenance of our juſt 
Rights and Properties: For ſhould 

the ſtrongeſt Arm be the ſole Arbi- 
trator of Right and Wrong, all Di- 
ſtinctions would ceaſe, and the 
_ ama a Stage of Rapine 
| and 


1 


and esd and who would not 
rather chuſe to retire to ſome lonely | 
Deſart, there to languiſh . out his 


Days | in Sorrow, than live in a Com- 
munity of Robbers ?—What an un- 
N happy Situation then ſhould we be 

in, it we had no Laws to ſuppreſs 
Unrighteouſneſs and Cruelty, or no 
Weites to put them in Execu- 
tion? 


As bad as the World is, it would 
be much worſe without Human 
Laws, which are the Guardians of 
our Properties, and enforce the Du- 
ties of natural and revealed Relig ion. 
Without them Men would oon de- 
generate into Heatheniſm, become 
ſavage, and prey upon one another: 
Every Man's Hand would be againſt 
every Man, and every Man's Hand 
againſt him. Innocence, indeed, 
may ſometimes ſuffer by the Miſ- 

B 2 takes 


SY 

takes of Witneſſes and Juries; but 
this muſt not be charged upon the 
Laws of our Copntry, which are 
good and excellent in themſelves, 
though too often perverted by the 
artful Inſinuations of a falſe Keck 

But had Men a filial and religious 
Dread of the Divine Majeſty, or 
would ſeriouſly conſider that the 
All- ſeeing Eye of Heaven was upon 
them, we ſhould hear of no unright- 
eous Teſtimony in our Courts of Ju- 
ſtice, by which Truth is liable to be 
overcome, and Error to obtain a falſe 
Triumph. — Then Profaneneſs and 
Irreligion, the unhappy Cauſe of all 
the Enormities that are committed, 
would be no longer prevalent among 
us:—Then would Peace and Juſtice, 
with their ſmiling and inſeparable 
Train of Bleſſings, diffuſe themſelves 
through every Member of the Com- 
n — o D indeed has given us 
. 5 the 
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the moſt righteous Laws for the Con- 
duct of Life; but even theſe, though 
adapted to the Nature and Reaſon of 
Man, would not ſo well anſwer the 
Purpoſes of Society, without the Aſ- 
fiſtance of Religion. — They are an 


Ornament and Support to each other, 


and upon our Compliance with them 
depends the preſent and future Hap- 
pineſs of every Individual. — We 
muſt obey the lawful Commands of 
Authority for Gop's Sake, but never 
diſobey Gop for Man's Sake. 


Before Icloſe this Diſcourſe, what 
better Rule can I recommend to our 
Practice, than that comprehenſive 
one delivered by our Saviour: 
Whatfoever ye would that Men ſhould 
do to you, do ye even fo to them. — 
If this was once made the Meaſure 
of our Actions, what an agreeable 
Change ſhould we ſee in the Lives 


of 
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of Men; and how would * Strength 
and Beauty of Society be . 
by the Harmony of its Members? — 
Then all malicious and unjuſt Proſe- 
cutions would be at an End, and no- 


thing ſeen amongſt us but Unanimity 


and Love.— Then ſhould we have 
no Reaſon to be afraid of any Injuries 


or Frauds, any Calumnies or Acts of 


Violence.— Then would our Lives 
be ſerene and happy, and a bleſſed 
83 of the Joys of denn. 


In Concluſion ro los is com- 
plete Rule of Equity be the govern- 
ing Principle of our Actions. Let 
us be ſincere in our Words and Pro- 
ſeſſions, and juſt and honeſt in all our 


Dealings: And, in order thereto, let 


us have ſuch a Reverence for the 
eternal and immutable Gop, as not 
to do any Thing we are conſcious 
will offend him: For he is of purer 
Eyes 
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Eyes than to behold Tniquity ; and a 


juſt Gov, that will by no Means 
clear the Guilty. Let us live by 
that Rule by koh we are to be 
judged at the Laſt Day: And as we 
have a Prince upon the Throne ſteady 
to the Intereſt of Religion; a Reli- 
gion, the pureſt, the moſt peaceable 
and loyal Inſtitution that ever yet 
appeared; a Prince poſſeſſed of ſuch 
Qualities as muſt endear him to eve- 
ry true Lover of his Country, to 
every honeſt Briton, let us expreſs 


our Gratitude for the Bleſſings of his 


mild and equitable Government, by 
diſcharging our Duty to Gov, and 
living up to that holy Religion we 
profeſs, by imitating, in our Lives, 
the Virtues of him who hath call'd 
us to his heavenly Kingdom. —Then 
might we expect that the Gop of 
Peace and Order would have Mercy 


on us, and continue his Care of rhis 
Church 


L 20 J 

Church and Nation; and that, when 
ve are ſumnioned to appear before 

him, we ſhould be intitled, through 

the Mercies of our Judge, and the 
Merits of our Redeemer, to the Re- 
wards of a bleſſed Immortality.— 
Which that we may all endeavour 
to inherit, Gop of his infinite Mercy 
grant; to whom, with the Son and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
moſt due, all Love, Adoration, and 
Obedience, both now and for ever«- - 
more, e 
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Wltſocvr a Man . that ſhall 
be alſo reap. 


e ROM this plain och aa | 


five Metaphor of Sowing 
and Reaping, we may learn 


* not to deceive ourſelves 
* an Affair of the laſt Conſequence; 


not to expect Salvation upon any 


other Terms than a virtuous and 1 


„ F 
af +; . 
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1 God is Vieh holy, juſt, * 
gods in himſelf, he cannot poſſibly 
approve Iniquity in others; and thoſe 
eternal Rules of Righteouſneſs, 

_ 0) © Which 
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which he makes the Meaſure of His 
own Actions, prove that we ſhould 


make them the Meaſure of ours. 


Virtue and Vice are founded in the 
Nature and Reaſon of Things, and 
are as immutable as the Divine Per- 
fections.— T here muſt be às neceſſa- 
ry 2 Diſtinction between moral Good 
and Evil, antecedent to any poſitive 
Command, 28 between Sos and 

en eee of ths one | and Mi- 
ſery of the other.—If we ſow to che 
Fleſh, we muſt not expect to reap the 


Fruits of the Spirit; nor to die the 


Death of the Righteous, if we reſolve: 
to live the Life of the Wicked, He 
that has now his Fruit unto Holi- 
neſs, ſhall, in the End, attain ever- 
laſting Life; but the Wages of Sin 
18. Death : Not indeed a State: of In- 
ſenſibility, or an Extind ion of our 
Being; 3 but an eternal Excluſion 

from 


L 23 J 
from the Preſence of Gop; an Ex- 
clufion from that Happineſs which 
__ 18 moths the Nun of Lite. 


We may aber n 4 eſſential 
Rectitude of God's Nature, that in- 
variable Principle by which his Ac- 
tions are directed; we may infer, 
from his amchingeable Love of Pu- 
rity and Goodneſs, and his Averſion 
to Sin, That neither a virtuous Man 
can be miſerable, nor a vicious Man 
happy. — Tis agreeable to all his De- 
clarations, to all the Promiſes and 
Threatnings of the Goſpel, that the 
Wicked ſhall go into everlaſting Pu- 
niſhment, but the Nee into 
Life eternal. 


The Chriſtian's Life conſiſts in an 
Imitation of the infinite Perfections 
of GoDp; for unleſs we imitate him, 
as far as the F railties of human Na- 
G2 ture 
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ture will give us Leave, with what 
Propriety of Language can we be 


ſaid to love him? And if we do not 
truly love him, lis impoſſible for 


* to . and adore — 


It can't be im proper to , obſerve, 
That a ſteady Compliance with the 


Laws of Gop, which were good in 


themſelves from all Eternity, and 
adapted to the Nature and Reaſon 
of Man, is not only the expreſs 
Condition of our future Happineſs, 


but an eſſential Qualification for it.— 


And the purer the Soul is, and the 


more ſhe reſembles Gop, the more 
The muſt love and delight in him; 


and the more exalted muſt be her 
State of Happineſs hereafter. 


Every Degree of Virtue 1s a nearer 
Advance towards Heaven; and every 
Retreat we make from * will 


* y 


[95] 

equally enhance our Miſery, —'Tis 
not being Members of ſuch a Church, 

or united to ſuch a Se& or Party, can 
: poſſibly fave us. Tis not a Scheme 
of ſound Principles, in regard to the 
controverted Points of Faith, can re- 
concile an offended Gop to us, if 
our Lives are inconſiſtent with the 
eternal Laws of Morality, and we 
deviate into thoſe Paths of Error and 
Vice, which ſer us at an infinite Di- 
ſtance from him. 


Tis worthy our Attention, that the 
Crop a Man ſhall reap will bear Pro- 
portion to the. Nature and Qualities 
of the Seed he ſoweth.—Tbey who 
have ſown bountifully ſhall reap boun- 


tifully ; and they who have ſown ſpa- 


ringly ſhall reap alſo ſparingly. —And 


what an Encouragement muſt this 
be to us to excell in Virtue, that we 
may bear a nearer Reſemblance to 

Gop, 
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Gov; and, conſequently; be capable 
of a more cloſe and intimate Viſion 
of him ?—But what little Influence 
has this comfortable Doctrine upon 
thoſe who are looſe and depraved in 
their Morals, and unjuſt in their 
Principles; who break through the 
Fear of God, and the Convictions of 

their own Conſcience, and live as if 
they diſputed whether there was 
ſuch a Being to reward or puniſh 


them ? 


As we have entered into Society, 
which Government was inſtituted to 


ſupport, it muſt ſuppoſe an Obliga- 


tion to Juſtice and Virtue ; and who- 
ever acts contrary to it, dogs all he 


| can to diſſolve the very Bonds of this 


Society, and expoſes himſelf to the 
Reſentments of injured Juſtice.— 


And what Evils may we not be afraid 


of from the * Tendency of 
human 


Lp] 
human Actions, when we ſee Men 
breaking through all the Tyes of 
Conſcience, Equity, Honour, and 
Humanity? When our Properties, 
which are founded not only in Na- 
ture but in Law, and ſhould be invi- 
olable and ſacred, and our very Per- 
ſons too, are expoſed to the Inſults 
and Rapines of unjuſt and mercileſs 
Men? How neceſſary is it then, that 
there ſhould be Miniſters of public 
Juſtice, arm'd with Authority, to in- 
flict proper Penalties, and puniſh Of- 
fenders? For if when we enjoy the 
Benefit of Society and Laws, we ſee 
ſo much Fraud and Wickedneſs com- 
mitted,” what a more uncomfortable 
Abode would this World be, if we 
had no Laws, or no Magiſtrates to 
put them in Execution?—lIf we have 
any Sentiments, indeed, of Huma- 
nity in us, any of the ſofter Paſſions 
of human Nature, it muſt give us a 
| a {en- 


L 28 J 
ſenſible Concern to ſee ſo. many of 
our own Species, who have ſtampt on 
them the venerable Image of their 
Maker, devote themſelves to De- 
ſtruction, and become the unhappy 
Vikings of Divine Nn Heng 


Aon as Impunity would dae y 
Gim and as Mercy to thoſe would 
be Cruelty to others, tis neceſſary 
that the Laws ſhould have their full 
Force and Efficacy, to prevent the 
ſpreading of thoſe Evils, which Go- 
vernment was deſigned to redreſs.— 
A hal ſoever a Man ſoweth, that ſhall 
he alſo reap.—If we behave reve- 
4 rently toward that Almighty Being 
4 on whom we depend, and juſtly and 
charitably towards one another ;—If 
| we love and obey God, a&Hſuitably 
| to our Stations in_the Community, 
| - and obſerve the Laws of it, we ſhall 
| have oy Applauſes of our own Con- 


ſcience, 


[29] 


. fience, which will make us paſs 
chearfully through this gloomy Vale 
of Miſery; and in that awful Day, 
when we muſt all appear before the 
Judge of Heaven and Earth, we 
ſhall be rewarded with a Crown of 
Glory. And what can we wiſh for 
more, when we leave this ſinful 
World, than to be in a State of Joy 
and Felicity? — What can be more 
raviſhing to us, after we have trode 
this Stage of Life, than to be admit- 
ted into the Realms of boundleſs and 
immortal Bliſs — One Star, we read, 

will differ there from another Star in 
Glory.— The Degrees of Happineſs 
or Miſery will be then proportioned 
to the reſpective Degrees of Virtue 
and Vice, which ſhould make us en- 
deavour to be as good as we can be, 
and to pant after Perfection itſelf, 

that we may attain the higheſt De- 
gree of Bliſs the Soul will be capable 
it; D 


E867] 
of. 8 as à late pious Author ob 
ſerves, we could ſpend one Hour in 
Heaven, contemplating. the Glories 
of that Place, the Triumphs of its 


bleſſed Inhabitants, and the rapturous 
Joys they are entertained with, and 
afterwards could be ſent for another 


Hour to the Place of Torment, and 


then diſmiſſed into the World again, 


to chule our own Fate, what virtu- 
ous, what holy and exemplary Lives 
ſhould we then lead? And how 
careful (ſhould we be to obtain the 


Approbation of our Judge, and the 


Rewards of Immortality? — Then 
ſhould we hgar of no Perjuries or falſe 
Eyidence in our Courts of Judgment, 
which ſtrike even at the Majeſty of 
Gop himſelf, and ſubvert the Foun- 
dations of all public and private 
Satety.—T hoſe who are called upon 
as Witneſſes in any Cauſe, ſhould act 
with the utmoſt kaparuality, and a 
ſtrict 


on them, and that chey 


. 

ſtrict Regard to Truth; ſhauld con- 
ſider. the Seat of judgment, before 
which they ſtand, as an Emblem of 
the Bar of CHRIST; ſhould conſider 
chat the All-ſceing Eye of Gop is up- 


are Accounts 
able to him for an unrighteous Teſti- 
mony, which no human Pality could 
guard againſt; ſhould conſider that it 
is attended with the Cries of the In- 
jured, and the Tears of diſtreſſed 
Widows and Orphans, and the Ruin 
of many innocent Families: If there- 
tore Iniquity be in thine Hand, put 
it far away, and facrifice not thy 
Conſcience, . the Peace of thy Mind, 
and the Hopes of Heaven, to the 
momentary Gains of an unjuſt Action. 
Guilt, awakened by Fear, will fill 
us with the Terrors of the Loxy.— 
The Sinner cannot fly from himſelf; 
and though he may conceal his Im- 
dieties from Men, yet are they viſible 

3 to 
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to Gop, who knows every ſecret 
as well as open Paſlage of our Lives, 
and can penetrate into thoſe Motives 
and Diſpoſitions of the Soul, by 
which, at the Laſt Day, we n vo | 
* or condemned. = 


The "IRENE" of every "IA 
nity muſt depend upon the Behaviour 
of its Members; and nothing can 
contribute ſo much to the public 
Good of Societies, as the Religion 
we profeſs, which is the pureſt; the 
moſt peaceable, and moſt loyal Inſti- 
tution that ever yet appeared. — 
"Tis this which enforces the Obliga- 
tion of human Laws, as human 
Laws may very juſtly be ſaid to en- 
force the Duties of natural and re- 
vealed Religion: — They ſtand an 
Ornament and Support to each 
other, and upon our Compliance 
with them * the Happineſs of 


even 


— 
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every Individual. Tis Religion 
which teaches us to be good Sub- 
jects; and, if duly practiſed, would 
preſerve the public Order and Quiet 

of human Life.— Tis this which 
would introduce Peace and Equity, 
with their ſmiling and inſeparable 
Train of. Bleſſings, into the World, 
and make it the very Reſemblance 
of Heaven itſelf. — Virtue would 
then . diſcloſe all her Charms, and 
make us in Love with her heavenly 
2 m. 


Let the Influence then of Religion 
appear in our Conduct; and let chat 
Revelation which Gov has given us 
by his Son, and which gradually 
opened itſelf through all the ſucceſ- 
ſive Ages of Time, be the only Rule 
of our Faith and Manners.— Then 


3 would our Lives roll {moothly and 


e on; and ſuch a Conformity 
of 


[34] 
of our Actions to the Laws of God 


vould even here anticipate, and here- 
after increaſe, the Joys of Heaven. . 


All the Miſeries of the World, 
which make up a great Part of the 
Character of Life, ſpring out of Vice, 
75 are the Conſequence of it — Tis 

wing to this fruitfu] Source of Evil, 
= we ſce ſo many unhappy Crea · 
tures who are weary of living, and 


afraid to die. 


To give you a Detail of the va- 
rious Miſeries of Life, would be 
opening to your View a very tragical 
Scene; I ſhall only therefore addreſs 
myſelf to you, by way of Exhorta- 
tion, namely, to guard againſt thoſe. 
Vices and Paſſions which make the 
World unhappy, and deſtroy the very 
End and Beauty of Society.— To be- 


ware of Infidelity, which is become 
faſluon- 


35 J 
faſhionable in this Age, and tends 
to che Diſhonour of Gop, the Sub- 
verſion of Government, and the 
Prejudice of Religion; to deſpiſe 
the falſe and dangerous Suggeſtions 
of it, and to live it out of the World, 
by adorning our Profeſſion with the 
Beauty of Holineſs.— May we con- 
ſider chat Religion does not lye ſo 
much in the Heads as in the Hearts 
of Men; does not conſiſt in idle and 
uſeleſs Speculations, but in the ſteady 
and uniform Practice of its Duties. 
May we then, inſtead of engaging 
in unneceſſary Diſputes about Things 
which are above our Comprehenſion, 
and tend to diſturb the Peace of the 
Church, endeavour to imitate, in our 
Lives, the Virtues of Him who hath 
call'd us to his Kingdom and Glory. 
And how happy muſt be thoſe who 
have ay in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
neſt y ;, 


TT . 


neſty; who have obeyed the lawful 


Commands of . for God's 


Sake, and never diſobeyed Gop for 


Man's Sake; who have made that 
Law the Rule of their Actions, by 
which we muſt be judged at the Laſt 
Day: But to an habitual and impe- 
. nitent Sinner, whether he looks back- 
ward or forward, all is Horror and 
Confuſion; every Appearance of 
Danger ſounds an Alarm to him; 
and, as he knows what a melancholy 
Proſpect he has hereafter, he muſt be 
miſerable "RAE Expreſſion. 


Give me Leave now, at the Cloſe 
of this Diſcourſe; to recommend 
Obedience to the Laws of Gop, and 


the Laws of our Country; Loyalty 


to the beſt of Kings; a due Regard 
to our Superiors ; Affability and 

Humanity to our Equals and In- 
feriors; 
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Let us make the Glory of Gov 
the End of every Action; and vindi- 
cate the Cauſe of declining Virtue, 


by preſerving a Conſcience void of 
| Offence toward Gop and toward 


Men.—And then, with Peace in our 


Mind and Heaven in our Eye, we 


_ ſhould move on with Serenity to the 
Realms of Bliſs.— Then, neither di- 
ſturbed by any Reflections on what 
is paſt, or Fears of what is to come, 
we ſhould be intitled by our virtuous 
Actions, whenever we are called 
hence, to an Inheritance among the 
Saints in Light. Which that we 
may all be thought worthy to poſ- 
ſeſs, Gop, of his infinite Mercy, 
grant; to whom, with the Son and 
the Holy Ghoſt, be aſcribed, as is 
7 E moſt 


— —ͤ—œ 


moſt due, 
Obedience, 
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